CHAPTER  XIII

Not for Sale

THE whole world was excited! Something entirely
new had come into people's everyday lif e, some-
thing that made them change their thoughts about
many things. It was not only scientists who talked
about Radium: children discussed it on their way
home from school; women, who had been dis-
appointed for long, long ages because men had
made all the greatest discoveries, rejoiced aloud,
that at last it had happened to a woman to dis-
cover a new and wonderful thing. But, at first,
no one dreamed how wonderful Radium was
going to be.

Letters came in packed masses to the two Curies
from famous scholars in England, Denmark,
Germany and Austria, asking for information
about the new discovery. Scientists everywhere
took up the study of Radium and found out more
about its characteristics and those of its near rela-
tions. Two Englishmen, Ramsay and Soddy.
found that it threw off from itself tiny quantities
of a new gas, which they called Helium. In other
words, Raduim had the capacity of becoming
Helium. That was something very startling.
Scientists had been accustomed to laugh at the
Medieval Alchemists who believed that they could
turn iron into gold. A picture of the alchemist's
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